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Value of cAn Education

Innumerable books, pamphlets and articles have
been written about the cultural and aesthetic value

of an education. Very little, however, has been said

or written about the actual pecuniary value. As the

average person, nowadays, thinks mostly in terms
of dollars and cents—the following is an attempt
at an analysis of the monetary return accruing to

the student through the acceptance of as many edu-

cational opportunities as is possible.

When the new school term makes its appearance
many parents, of boys and girls in their second and
third year high school, begin to wonder whether or

not it is worthwhile for the children to continue. Fi-

nancial standings of many families make it peremp-
tory that such a question should be raised. But if

these same parents would stop to consider the earn-

ing powers of a persons with an education over those

without one, the question would be solved imme-
diately.

As usual there are exceptions. People point to

men like Ford and Edicon, who, without an educa-

tion, have amassed great wealth. All good and
well, but—financial success is not dependent upon
education alone, but more upon the man, surround-

ings and opportunities. Education is but one of the

big stepping-stones, as it were, to financial success.

A study was recently made in New York of those

having a grade school education and those who
did not. It was found by this study that for every

day the one went through the! grade school he earned

$9 later in life. This was based on the comparative

incomes of those with and without an education. In

other words, they received not only a mind dis-

cipline by the education, but actually gained $9 for

each day spent at the 3 R's.

Going from the grammar to the high school this

same study showed that each year spent in high

school was worth $10,000 in later life. The figures

were taken from the incomes of 13,000 men in New

York City with and without the advantages afforded

by a high school education.

By comparing the salaries of men at different

ages the figures disclosed, that, when both are at

the age of 60 the high school student has earned

$40,000 more than the grammar school student.

Thus making each year worth $10,000 or each day

$55. Wages have increased considerably since this

study was made, thus increasing the value even

more. ./
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As regards the college graduate, no complete

figures are available, but what facts have been ob-

tained, tend to show that every year spent at col-

lege is worth 20 times more to them later on than

if they had not attended. As the college man grows
older his earnings grow much more rapidly than

the one who did not attend college. In the few years

the college man's income is from 40 to 60 per cent,

greater than the high school student.

Never before in the history of the world has an

education been so imperative as today. There is a

personal competition existing today that has never

been known. Therefore, in order to get ahead and

to arrive in later life with the ability to provide com-

fort and security in old age, one must be equipped

in a superior manner both mentally and physically.

It is a delusion, however, to consider the school

or college as the beginning and end of an education.

They are not mere workshops where the raw ma-

terial is formed and brought into an orderly fashion

to meet life's thousand and one daily problems.

There is an old saying, truthfully stated
—"Only as

much do I know as I have lived." An education is

only a means to an end. A means whereby one

equips himself for the business of living, for the en-

joyment and appreciation of the best teacher—EX-
PERIENCE.
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